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ASSET® ScanWorks® selected by  
Microsoft® for Xbox 360® console testing 

 
Deployment of over 50 ScanWorks stations marks a major  
breakthrough for boundary scan in consumer electronics 

 
Richardson, TX (May 17, 2005) – Microsoft’s selection of ASSET’s ScanWorks 
boundary-scan (IEEE 1149.1/JTAG) test system for its Xbox 360 video game and 
entertainment system marks the first major announcement of boundary scan in a high-
volume consumer electronics product. Through the end of the year, over 50 ScanWorks 
systems will be deployed to test the Xbox 360 console throughout its product life cycle. 
ASSET InterTech Inc. (www.asset-intertech.com) is an international leader in boundary-
scan test and in-system programming (ISP). 
 
Previously, boundary scan has been deployed extensively in telecommunications, 
defense, high-end computer and medical systems. Microsoft will engage ScanWorks’ 
capabilities for the Xbox 360 console beginning with the product’s design phase where 
tests generated by ScanWorks will debug prototypes. These ScanWorks tests will migrate 
to high-volume manufacturing, where they will be applied via an Agilent Medalist in-
circuit test (ICT) system. In addition, ScanWorks tests will be integrated into a functional 
test suite for the Xbox 360 console. And lastly, ScanWorks tests will be used by field 
depot repair operations. By re-using ScanWorks boundary-scan tests throughout every 
phase of the Xbox 360 console life cycle, test costs are reduced significantly and the 
system’s time-to-market is accelerated. 
 
ASSET’s easy yet powerful ScanWorks boundary-scan test and ISP environment is 
currently used by leading electronics companies such as Cisco, Lucent Technologies, 
Agilent, BAE Systems, Alcatel, Hewlett-Packard, Ericsson, Intel, Raytheon, SBS, 
Solectron, Rockwell Collins, EMC and others. 
 
“We continually look for ways to improve the quality of the Xbox experience,” said Don 
Kadyk, Manufacturing Test Engineering Manager of Microsoft. “That means looking for 
ways to test the quality of our product at every phase in its life cycle. We saw that 
ASSET’s ScanWorks had the versatility and portability to support our life-cycle testing 
goals and keep a lid on test development costs. In the very price-sensitive consumer 
electronics marketplace, it’s incumbent upon us to reduce costs whenever we can and 
ScanWorks is helping us do that.” 
 
ASSET is working closely with Microsoft and its test partners, including Agilent, to 
deploy boundary-scan tests for the Xbox 360 console. ScanWorks is the only boundary-
scan system that has been fully integrated into Agilent’s Medalist series of ICT systems, 
giving contract manufacturers the ability to run ScanWorks JTAG tests on either of 
Agilent’s ICT platforms, the Medalist 3070 Series or the new Medalist i5000 Series. In 



addition, ASSET is collaborating with Microsoft’s test partners to incorporate boundary-
scan tests into the functional test suite for the Xbox 360 console. 
 
“As we began to develop our test strategies for the Xbox 360 console, we thoroughly 
analyzed whether incorporating boundary scan into ICT and functional test would be 
effective,” said Gabe Valentin, Manufacturing Test Engineer of Microsoft. “In the end, 
we realized that any risk would be eliminated because we could migrate the ScanWorks’ 
tests that were developed for prototype debug into ICT and functional test. Our 
investment of time and effort in developing boundary-scan tests for ICT and functional 
test would be minimal.” 
 
Said Glenn Woppman, president and CEO of ASSET InterTech, “We are pleased to be 
working with Microsoft on such a critical product and happy they saw the vision of life-
cycle testing in terms of cost savings and quality. The capabilities of boundary scan and 
ScanWorks match up quite well with consumer electronic systems. Like most other types 
of applications, consumer electronic products are being squeezed onto smaller and 
smaller circuit boards with less space for physical access to device pins or test pads. 
Structurally testing dense boards without physical access is what boundary scan does and 
no other test method can do it. We believe that consumer electronics is just the first of 
several new market segments which will soon come to realize the inherent value of 
boundary scan.” 
 
About ASSET InterTech 
 
ASSET InterTech, Inc. develops, markets, sells, and supports boundary-scan testability 
and in-system programming (ISP) products worldwide. ASSET’s affordable 
ScanWorks® environment is easy yet powerful. It allows users to quickly and easily test 
semiconductors, circuit boards or entire systems during every phase of a product's life, 
including design, manufacturing/repair and field maintenance. The ISP capabilities of 
ScanWorks can be used to load software or data into programmable devices after they 
have been connected to a printed circuit board. The ScanWorks product family works in 
conjunction with a standard of the International Electronics and Electrical Engineering 
(IEEE) society known as the IEEE 1149.1 (JTAG) boundary-scan test specification. 
ASSET InterTech is located outside of Dallas, TX, at 2201 North Central Expressway, 
Suite 105, Richardson, TX 75080.  
 
For product information, call toll free 888-694-6250, send faxes to 972-437-2826, direct 
e-mail to sales@asset-intertech.com or visit the company’s Web site at www.asset-
intertech.com. 
 
About Xbox 360 
 
Xbox 360 is the next-generation video game and entertainment system that places gamers 
at the center of the experience. Available this holiday season in Europe, Japan and North 
America, Xbox 360 will ignite a new era of digital entertainment that is always 
connected, always personalized and always in high definition. 



 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS: 
Bob Greenfield, G&A PR  972/254-2887 bob.greenfield@verizon.net 
Alan Sguigna, ASSET  972/664-3105 asguigna@asset-intertech.com 
 

######### 
 
TRADEMARKS: 
ASSET and ScanWorks are registered trademarks and the ASSET logo is a trademark of ASSET InterTech, 
Inc. Microsoft and Xbox 360 are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. All other trade and service marks 
are the properties of their respective owners.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


